
MARTINSVILLE PLAN COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES  

March 27, 2007 
 

Chairman David Barger called the meeting of the Martinsville Plan Commission to order 
at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 27, 2007, in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
Martinsville, IN.   
 
ATTENDANCE:    Those members present were: 
Douglas Arthur 
David Barger, Chairman 
Terry Collier 
Ross Holloway 
Grady Howard 
Mike Kirsch 
Joanne Stuttgen 
David Trout 
Tom Williams 
Rod Bray, Attorney 
 
MINUTES:
The minutes of the February 27, 2007, meeting were approved upon a motion by Mike 
Kirsch and a second by Grady Howard.    Motion passed with Douglas Arthur and Tom 
Williams abstaining from voting due to their absence at the February meeting. 
 
P-07-03-02.    Donald L. Parker, 2385 Blue Bluff Road, Martinsville, IN.  
Consideration of a request for an extension of time to record the plat of the Walnut Hills 
Subdivision at 2385 Blue Bluff Road. 
 
Ross Holloway made the presentation and reviewed the facts to the Board.    Mr. Parker 
had been in approximately one year ago and had received final plat approval for Walnut 
Hills Subdivision, which consisted of 20 large lots located on Blue Bluff Road.   Mr. 
Parker had not wanted to proceed with the drainage permit until he had final plat 
approval.   He proceeded with getting his drainage permit from the county in May or June 
of last year.   The ordinance specifically requires that you must complete the 
infrastructure and record the plat within one year of the date that it receives final plat 
approval.   Obviously, since it took almost six months to get drainage approval, Mr. 
Parker would like to ask this Commission for an extension of time to get the 
infrastructure completed and record the plat.    Mr. Parker also has a problem with the 
feeding operation right at the bottom of his lane.  There is a gentleman there who has 
approximately an acre and a half with a barn and has multiple heads of cattle, goats, hogs, 
and chickens.   There is not a blade of grass in the entire area.    The access to Mr. 
Parker’s subdivision is just past this lane, along the fence line.   Mr. Parker has been 
working with Roger Layman and Ross Holloway to try to work something out.    It 
appears to be a zoning violation, and that is an issue with him also.    
 
Mr. Holloway stated that there appear to be several extenuating circumstances that 
warrant extension of granting Mr. Parker another year to get these issues resolved and 
record his plat.    
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MOTION:   Ross Holloway made a motion to grant Donald L. Parker another year to 
record the plat of the Walnut Hills Subdivision at 2385 Blue Bluff Road because of the 
extenuating circumstances.  The motion was seconded by Terry Collier and passed 
unanimously. 
 
P-07-03-03.     Bruce and Annette Weida and Hoosier Metals, 1300 Morton Avenue, 
Martinsville, IN. 
Requested a determination of how a Special Exception (for the operation of an auto body 
repair shop) will affect the Master Land Use Plan, at 1300 Morton Avenue. 
 
Attorney Brian Williams made the presentation to the Plan Commission.    The request is 
to alter the current zoning of the property on Morton Avenue to allow the use of an auto 
body repair shop.   It is currently zoned B3.   The property in question is the parcel 
immediately between the AT&T Rolling Stock Storage Facility and the Apostolic 
Church.   It is best known as the Hoosier Metals Building.   It is a pole barn structure that 
is set back off of the road.   Mr. Williams distributed photographs and drawings of the 
property.    There would be an office area inside, three bays with garage doors, with a 
loading dock in the rear of the property.   There is no proposal to make any drastic 
change to the exterior.   There will be no changes in the character of the building.    When 
you look at the Master Land Plan in this area, this would comport with the area.   There is 
already an auto body shop across the way.   It is felt that it is in keeping with the 
character of the area in that there are several businesses of the same character in the area.   
Mr. Williams did not feel that there would be any problem in complying with the Special 
Exception requirements that are set forth in the zoning ordinance.    It is not felt to be 
detrimental or an endangerment to health, safety, morals, or general welfare.   It is not felt 
to be injurious to the use of other properties in the area.   There should be less traffic than 
previously with the Hoosier Metals.    There is appropriate egress and ingress of the 
property.     
 
City Engineer Ross Holloway said that he was not opposed to the project.    The city has 
30 acres slightly north and west of this parcel that is proposed for a future well field.     
Mr. Holloway was concerned about the outside storage of vehicles or outside storage that 
would lead to any kind of transmission fluids, oils, antifreeze, etc., that would dribble on 
the ground or soak into the ground because the well field is close, and there is an open 
body of water immediately to the west.  He felt that the recommendations should be that 
it would fit into the Master Land Use Plan provided that considerations can be made to 
protect from those types of materials getting on the ground.    The city has not gotten 
around to having the well field protection established yet because that is an involved 
process; therefore, Mr. Williams had no way of knowing that it was there.    There is no 
fault on Mr. Williams’s part.     This proposed project would be better than having 
Hoosier Metals there.    Mr. Holloway felt that the Board of Zoning Appeals should look 
at something in the way of limiting exposure of those contaminates. 
 
Mr. Weida said that approximately 7-10 cars would be parked outside.    If a car cannot 
be fixed, then it would be shipped out.   Wrecked cars would not sit outside in the lot for 
a long period of time.  There would be approximately 5-7 employees.    
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REMONSTRATORS:  None. 
 
DISCUSSION:   A lengthy discussion was held concerning how to best handle this 
situation.    Attorney Brian Williams wanted action to be taken as soon as possible so that 
his client could go forth with the business.    
 
It was decided to have the BZA handle this request at the end of their agenda for the 
April meeting and have a recess before making a decision.    Then, the Plan Commission 
would have a meeting and present its recommendations to the BZA and then the Special 
Exception request would be taken up by the BZA.   After this is completed, the Plan 
Commission will continue with the rest of its agenda meeting.       
 
MOTION:  David Trout made a motion to table the request until the next meeting of the 
Martinsville Plan Commission.   This would give Ross Holloway ample time to draft 
some recommendations to the Board of Zoning Appeals.    Mike Kirsch seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.    
 
P-07-03-01.   Todd Langley Investments, Inc. 
A resolution to reject territorial jurisdiction of a portion of the City’s Buffer Zone.  The 
location of the property is approximately ¼ mile south of the entrance to Legendary Hills, 
and on the west side of State Road 37 South. 
 
Chairman Barger said there had been a discussion of this with the County Zoning.    
 
Attorney Rod Bray told the Plan Commission what had taken place when this same 
situation came up with Foxcliff being partly in the buffer zone.   It was felt better to have 
the area under one jurisdiction.   The area in question at this time is approximately 2.8 
acres in size and it is out on highway 37 South.   It is just past Legendary Hills.   It is one 
parcel of land owned by one person.   Approximately 1.1 acres is in the city’s buffer zone 
and the remaining portion of that land is under the county jurisdiction.   To further 
complicate the issue, the part in the city’s buffer zone is zoned agricultural and the 
county’s is zoned as a business type of zoning.   The owner wanted to develop the land 
and the issue became known.     
 
Mr. Bray said that a notice should be filed and recorded with the Morgan County 
Recorder that we will consider rejecting their territorial jurisdiction of this piece of real 
estate.    This notice also will be given to the Morgan County Plan Commission.   Mr. 
Bray had given this to Mr. Hale on March 16.   This resolution needed to be considered.  
If it were passed, then this area would be removed from the city’s jurisdiction and if it is 
not passed, it would remain in the city’s jurisdiction.    
 
Chairman Barger said that one way to decide who should have jurisdiction over the land 
would be the area with the majority of acreage.  
 
MOTION:  Douglas Arthur made a motion to give up jurisdiction of a portion of the 
City’s Buffer Zone located at the property approximately ¼ mile south of the entrance to 
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Legendary Hills, and on the west side of State Road 37 South, as requested by Todd 
Langley Investments, Inc.   The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
         
OTHER BUSINESS: Joanne Stuttgen passed around a summary from the speaker from 
Bedford, IN (see attached copy).   Two people from Nappanee will be present at the April 
Meeting of the Martinsville Plan Commission.   In May, people are coming from 
Crawfordsville.   She would like to bring in an historic preservation professional from 
Bloomington to do a tax credit workshop.    Joanne Stuttgen will work on having a 
special meeting in late May.   This would be separate from the Plan Commission Meeting 
and would be open to everyone.   The speaker would be Duncan Campbell from 
Bloomington.    
 
Joanne Stuttgen asked about the Unsafe Building Committee.  She stated that she still had 
an unsafe building next to her home.     
 
Rod Bray stated that a zoning ordinance violation had been filed on the owner and an 
agreement had been reached with her to fix it up.   The owner has since passed away.   
Mr. Bray said they would wait until the new owner is known and then make contact with 
the new owner and start proceedings.     
 
Joanne Stuttgen would like to encourage the Unsafe Building Committee to look into the 
Grassyfork property.   It is a historic property and is of significance in Morgan County.     
She was also concerned about some other properties that the county has purchased.    
 
Chairman Barger suggested that Attorney Rod Bray talk with the County’s Attorney, Mr. 
Foley, and find out what is going on with the county.    Mr. Bray will do this and report 
back to the Plan Commission.    
 
Chairman Barger introduced Steve Rosenbaum.  Mr. Rosenbaum was given 10 minutes 
to talk to the Plan Commission.     
 
Steve Rosenbaum is with Tekoa Ranch.   They are looking at the possibility of 
developing a facility in Martinsville for troubled kids.    They need between 80 and 100 
acres to develop a ranch that would help children with learning disabilities and maybe 
emotional problems.    Each child would take care of a horse.   One of the sites is near the 
County Club on North 37.    This would be an investment of 12-14 million dollars.     
There would be residential facilities, schools, and horse barns.    He would like a reaction 
from the city so he would know if it would be welcome or not.    The children would be 
coming from Morgan County and surrounding counties.    The courts would refer half of 
the children.   They would not be high risk, violent children.   The ages would probably 
be between 7 and 16 years of age.    They would be children who do not want to go to 
school and need 24-hour supervision.    There would be one supervisor for every 12 
children.   There would be approximately 100 to 120 employees to staff the facility.   
Money will be primarily from the State.    No security fences.       
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Members of the Plan Commission gave their opinion and the majority of members 
present at the meeting were not opposed to the ranch.   Terry Collier said he had received 
telephone calls and neighbors are not in favor of the project.   
 
Chairman Barger stated that whenever there is a rezoning change, it has to be presented 
in ordinance form to the Mayor so that it can be sent to the council members for their 
review.    This will provide them with knowledge of the matter before the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
 
NEXT MEETING: The next scheduled meeting will be at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, April 24, 
2007. 
 
VALERI MARTIN TOOK NOTES OF THE MEETING. 
 
 
 
_________________________________         _________________________________ 
David Barger, Chairman                Marilyn Siderewicz, Secretary (ABSENT) 
 
_________________________________         _________________________________ 
Douglas Arthur                    Grady Howard   
 
________________________________           _________________________________ 
Rod Bray, Attorney        Richard Walters  (ABSENT) 
 
_________________________________         _________________________________   
Ross Holloway                  Joanne Stuttgen   
 
_________________________________         _________________________________ 
David Trout, Vice-Chairman                 Tom Williams   
 
_________________________________        __________________________________  
Mike Kirsch                   Terry Collier 


